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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . A substitute specification in proper idiomatic Englisli and in compliance witli 37 
CFR 1 .52(a) and (b) is required. The substitute specification filed must be accompanied 
by a statement that It contains no new matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, falling to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

For example: 

Claim 1 lacks antecedent basis in that the first word is "The". This should be changed 
to "A". 

Claim 6 lacks antecedent basis with the phrasing "the distance pads" which have not, 
previously to claim 6, been referred to. 
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The examples above are only representative. The claims as a whole should be 
reviewed for compliance with 35 U.S.C. 112 second paragraph. 



The claims are examined as best understood. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



over Thompson (US Patent 5,010,704) in view of Gillet (US Patent 4,769,961 ). 
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Fig. 1 from Tliompson 
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Regarding claim 1, Tliompson discloses the claimed invention, an apparatus for 
erecting building walls with glass tiles (Fig. 1 , hollow glass tiles of a rectangular contour 
are elements 100) including supporting elements that are horizontal and vertical 
fasteners (Fig. 1, elements 12 and 13) with respectively longitudinal and transverse 
holes which cross or overlap (Fig. 1 , elements 19 and 21 , Column 2, lines 59-65) and 
mortises (Fig. 1, element 31), but lacks threaded fasteners. 
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Gillet teaches that it is known in the art to use fastening rods (Fig. 3, elements 24 and 
25). The use of fastening rods enhances the overall rigidity of the structure. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of Thompson with threaded fastening rods similar to 
that of Gillet in order to make the structure more rigid. 

Regarding claim 5, Thompson discloses that the horizontal fastener has a length equal 
to the length of the glass tile (Fig. 2, dimension C with explanation in Column 2 line 67 
through Column 3 line 3). Thompson discloses that the transverse holes of the vertical 
fastener (Fig. 1 , element 19) are situated at a distance from the frontal surface at a 
distance equal to the sum of a half height of a hollow tile and a half thickness of the 
horizontal fastener (Fig. 1 , thick line drawn in) 

Regarding claim 7, Thompson as modified by Gillet discloses holes and mortises that 
extend throughout the entirety of the horizontal and vertical fasteners. Thompson 
discloses holes and mortises (Fig. 1, elements 19 and 21; element 31) and Gillet 
teaches fastening rods (Fig. 3, elements 24 and 25) which extend the entire length of 
the horizontal and vertical frame elements. Modifying the apparatus of Thompson with 
the rods of Gillet would mean that the holes and mortises are extended along the 
complete distance of the horizontal and vertical fasteners. 
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7. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thompson (US Patent 5,01 0,704) in view of Gillet (US Patent 4,769,961 ) as applied to 
claim 1 , in further view of Loftus (US Patent 5,907,937). 
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Fig. 14 from Loftus 



Regarding claim 2, Thompson as modified by Gillet discloses the apparatus as 
described above but lacks profiled slats with edges that extend beyond the lateral edges 

of the fasteners. 

Loftus teaches that it Is known in the art to have the profiled slats (Fig. 14, elements 31 ) 
which have edges that extend beyond the lateral edges of the fasteners (Fig. 14, circled 
area, edges of slats are extending outside the plane of the wall/fastener combination). 
Using profiled slats with edges that extend beyond the lateral edges of the fasteners 
helps to prevent lateral movement of the glass blocks. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of Thompson as modified by Gillet by using profiled 
slats with edges that extend beyond the lateral edges of the fasteners similar to that of 
Loftus In order to prevent lateral movement of the glass blocks. 
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Fig. 9 from Loftus 

Regarding claim 3, Tliompson as modified by Gillet as furtlier modified by Gillet 

discloses the apparatus as described above regarding claim 2. 

Loftus teaches that it is known in the art to use profiled slats fixed to horizontal and 

vertical fasteners via tongue and groove joints (Fig. 9, circled area). 

Using profiled slats fixed to horizontal and vertical fasteners via tongue and groove 

joints securing connects the members of the structure. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of Thompson as modified by Gillet as further 
modified by Loftus by incorporating the profiled slats connected to the fasteners by 
tongue and groove joints similar to that shown by Loftus in order to securely connect 
structural members. 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thompson (US Patent 5,010,704) in view of Gillet (US Patent 4,769,961) as applied to 
claim 1 , above and further view of Hase (US Patent 5,606,840). 

Thompson as modified by Gillet discloses an apparatus as set forth above with claim 1 , 
but lacks a stud-bolt and nut for a threaded fastener. 

Hase teaches that it is known in the art to use a stud-bolt and nut (Fig. 1 , elements 8 
and 9). 

The use of a stud-bolt and nut as a threaded fastener prevents the fastener from being 
dislodged. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of Thompson as modified by Gillet by using a stud- 
bolt and nut similar to that of Hase in order to prevent the fastener from dislodging. 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thompson (US Patent 5,010,704) in view of Gillet (US Patent 4,769,961) as applied to 
claim 1 , in further view of Wirkus (US Patent 5,740,646). 
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Figs. 6 and 7a from Wirl<us 
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Thompson as modified by Gillet discloses an apparatus as set forth above with claim 1 , 
but lacks a distance pad in the form of a tongue to form arched shaped walls. 
Wirkus teaches that it is known in the art to use distance pads in the form of tongues 
(Fig. 6 as a whole noted as element 31 in Fig. 7a). 

The use of a distance pad in the form of a tongue allows curved walls to be constructed 
while maintaining the hgidity of the frame structure. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of Thompson as modified by Gillet with a distance 
pad similar to that of Wirkus in order to construct curved walls while maintaining the 
rigidity of the frame structure. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1 0. Claim 8 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 



1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN J. FRANKS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3743. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., alternating 
Fri., 7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached on (571 ) 272-6987. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Victor Batson/ 
Victor Batson 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 4155 

/R. J. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4155 



